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Shall I com pare- thee to a sum mer's- day? Thou art more

Smoothly and caressingly (q = ca. 66)
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Smoothly and caressingly (q = ca. 66)
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Words:  William Shakespeare, Sonnet 18, slightly altered by Peter Bloesch

Original Music:  Peter Bloesch.  Copyright owned by Peter Bloesch, with all rights reserved
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(please refer to the “Limited License to Print and Distribute Music” that your organization received with this piece).

In either case, this music may not be distributed in any format to anyone outside your organization.
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Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer's Day?
(Shakespeare's Sonnet 18)

(Song #1 from "Three Shakespeare Songs for Choir a Cappella")

 
Ah, ah, more




Ah,

Div.
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

  


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ly- and more tem per- ate.- Rough

mp gently

winds do shake the
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buds of May, And sum mer's- lease hath all too short a date.
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of May, And sum mer- too short Ah,

Ah,
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 
 poco 

   




love

mp


ly- and more tem per- ate.



- Rough winds do shake the

 

 
 

mp


  

 
 poco ["lease" = allotted time]

 poco

 
buds

 poco

of May,


And sum mer,- too

short

 poco

a date.




Ah,





 poco  poco





  poco

pp


  







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                

    
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               

                 

                        

           

     
       

 
    

                 
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 
 ["eye of heaven" = the sun] 

 
ah Ah


 

p mp


ah

 
cresc.

 
  mp

 
is dimm'd,







Ev' ry- -


p

is

is

mp

dimm'd, Ev'


ry- -

 


mp

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         

         

       
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 
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 

 

 

 













 
["fair from fair" = beautiful thing from beauty]


Rit. A tempo

  
Mm, But


 pp

By

mp

chance, or na ture's- chang ing- course

["untrimmed" = stripped of beauty]

But

 p


fair.

pp p mp  p

 
Rit. A tempo


mp

 
mf

 
thy e ter- nal- sum mer- shall not fade,

mf




thy e ter- nal- sum

mp

mer- shall not fade,

mf

shall


not


thy e ter- nal- sum

mp

mer- shall not

mf
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p

not

 
mf



         

            

               

           

             
    

           

            

            

                     

           
  

                 
  

      
    


 
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Nor lose pos ses- sion- of that fair thou

Ten.

Slight accel.
22

Nor

mp

lose that fair thou

lose that fair thou

Ten. Slight accel.22

S.

A.

T.

B.

PNO.

ow'st,

A bit faster (q = ca. 72)25

ow'st,

ow'st, of

p

that

mp

ow'st, of

Div.

that

p

A bit faster (q = ca. 72)25

mp

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  mp very gracefully

["that fair thou ow'st" = 
that beauty you own]A tempo

 
Ten.

lose

very gracefully

that fair thou




fade,

Ten.

Nor

mp very gracefully


fade,

Ten.

Nor

mp very gracefully

 
mp

A tempo



   

   




fair thou ow'st, Nor


p

p

fair


thou ow'st,


Nor

mp

   


           

 
       

        

          

             

          




 

  

      

         

        
      
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